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131), as amended, has authorized and re-
quested the President to proclaim annually
the 7-day period prior to Memorial Day
weekend as “National Safe Boating Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 17 through May 23,
2003, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States, the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, and the officials of other areas
subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, to join in observing this occasion. I
also urge boaters to learn about proper boat-
ing practices, including the wearing of life
jackets, and to take advantage of boating safe-
ty programs throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-seventh.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 13, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 14. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
May 10, 2003

Good morning. This week with a vote in
the House of Representatives, Congress took
a positive step towards passage of my jobs-
and-growth proposal. The plan I submitted
would create more than a million jobs by the
end of next year through immediate tax relief
for American families and businesses.

Since I sent my plan to Congress in Janu-
ary, the need for action on the economy has
become even more urgent. The unemploy-
ment rate last month reached 6 percent, as
many employers continue to hold back on
the kinds of investments that lead to new
jobs. The bill that passed the House of Rep-
resentatives this week includes all the ele-
ments of my plan: cuts in income tax rates
this year; reduction of the marriage penalty;
an increase in the child credit from $600 to
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$1,000; an increase in the expensing provi-
sion for small-business investment in new
equipment; and action to reduce the double
taxation of dividend income.

These reforms would bring immediate
help throughout our economy. They would
leave more money in the hands of families
who need it to make purchases and to pay
the bills. And this tax relief would give em-
ployers greater incentives and resources to
invest in new equipment. The result will be
more jobs, and that is our goal.

We are also making progress on passing
tax relief in the Senate. The Senate Finance
Committee has approved legislation that in-
cludes important aspects of my proposal. I
urge the Senate to complete its work next
week so the House and Senate can work out
their different versions and get a tax relief
bill to my desk as soon as possible. This
week’s progress demonstrates that both
houses of Congress and both political parties
agree that tax relief will help this economy.
Now the discussion is about how much tax
relief the American people need and deserve.
We need at least $550 billion in tax relief
over the next decade, big enough to make
a real difference in the paychecks of Amer-
ican workers, big enough to help entre-
preneurs create more jobs, and big enough
to give our economy the boost it needs.

This past week, I met a small-business
owner named Luke Brindley. Luke and his
family started their Virginia business less
than 2 years ago with 5 employees, and now
they’re up to 25. Here’s what Luke says: “Any
break we get encourages us to hire more peo-
ple and buy more equipment.”

Next week, I will travel to New Mexico,
Nebraska, and Indiana to address the Na-
tion’s hardworking small-business owners,
families, and investors. My message to them
will be simple: The surest way to grow this
economy and create jobs is to leave more
money in the hands of the people who earn
it.

I urge every citizen to participate in this
important debate and to make your voice
heard. Explain to your local representative
or your Senators what tax relief would mean
to your family and your business, and please
tell the members of Congress why our econ-
omy needs that relief now.
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Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:02 a.m.
on May 9 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 10. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on May 9 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Exchange With Reporters in
Santa Fe, New Mexico
May 11, 2003

President’s Golf Game

Q. How’s the game?

The President. 1 need a lot of work.

Q. Better than yesterday?

The President. Equally as feeble—equal-
ly as feeble. It's been a fabulous weekend
here in Santa Fe. I'm now ready to get back
to work. Got some travel to do tomorrow,
be talking to the country about the need for
an economic stimulus package. And then
we're going to go see, Tuesday afternoon,
we're going to go to see some of the tornado
sites. And it will give me a chance to tell
the people who've suffered great loss how
much a lot of the Nation prays for them and
how we’re concerned about them. But it’s
been a fabulous experience here in a wonder-
ful part of the world. The hospitality by the
people here has been just great. I really ap-
preciate it.

Happy Mother’s Day, everybody.

NotE: The exchange began at 5:45 p.m. at the
golf course at Las Campanas.

Remarks in Albuquerque,
New Mexico
May 12, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much.
Claudine, thanks for those wonderful words.
It is—let me just put it this way, we’ve had
a great weekend here in the Land of the En-
chanted.

I want to thank the good folks of Santa
Fe for their warm hospitality. I particularly
want to thank Governor Bill Richardson, not
only for being here but for being so kind to
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my wife Laura at a fantastic reception Friday
night in Santa Fe. Thank you very much,
Governor, for doing that. I'm sure the New
Mexican people are going to thank you for
cutting their taxes too.

You know, we had a great weekend. I'm
here in Albuquerque today to talk about a
big decision which is now before the United
States Congress and the fact that you can
help them make the right decision. I'm here
to remind not only you all but our fellow
Americans that when you raise your voices,
the people in Washington tend to listen.

And I hope you’ll join me in raising your
voices to make sure that Congress enacts an
economic stimulus plan big enough to help
people who are looking for work, a plan big
enough to encourage economic growth.

You see, the reason we're here at this small
business is most new jobs in America are cre-
ated by small businesses. And so the plan
I've submitted understands that. A significant
part of any good economic stimulus plan
must focus on the entrepreneur in America.
In order to make sure people can find work
in this country, Congress must pass a plan
which invigorates the small-business owner
and the small-business dreams of America.

I want to thank the Martinez family for
their hospitality and their invitation. I also
want to thank the dad for not only being such
a good dad but for having a dream and work-
ing hard to achieve the dream. We're stand-
ing in the midst of what we call the American
Dream. The Martinez family is living that
dream. They own their own business. And
when you own something in America, it
means you have a stake in the future. What
we want to do is promote the ownership soci-
ety around America by encouraging the en-
trepreneurial spirit to remain strong in this
country.

I'm proud to be here with Senator Pete
Domenici. Senator Domenici is one of the
giants of the United States Senate. I'm also
proud to be here with Heather Wilson and
Steve Pearce, two fine Members of the Con-
gress. I want to thank all the other State offi-
cials who are here along with the Governor.
I appreciate the local officials who are here.
I want to thank you for your warm hospitality.



